Fair offers online registration for competitions

LEBANON, TENN. — You know you have an award-winning entry for the 2016 Wilson County Fair, but thought of the long registration process almost makes you twice about entering.

Well, the Wilson County Fair has found a way to speed up the registration process – but you need to take action between now and Sunday, July 31, by registering online at the Fair’s website.

“We’re excited to offer online registration for the Amateur Talent Shows, Authors Day, and all of the pageants, as well as all of the Exhibit Categories,” said Hale Moss, Wilson County Fair Board President.

“Also, people can also register online for all of the Exhibit categories, except for Motor Sports and Livestock, but we’re hoping to get those up and running soon,” Moss added.

By offering this early registration, Executive Director Helen McPeak said the check-in and registration process on Saturday, Aug. 13, and Thursday, Aug. 18, for non-perishable and perishable entries, respectively, should be faster.

Nell Stephens, web content manager, explained that registering online, allows the Fair staff to print out the bar code associated with that entry before registration day.

“By having the bar code ready, when participants come to drop off their entries, which they must still do on the appropriate day, we already have their bar code printed,” Stephens said.

“Otherwise, they have to fill out the registration paperwork and wait for their bar code. Registering online will speed up the process and cut down on the long lines,” McPeak added. 

How to register for Amateur Talent Shows, Authors Day and all Pageants

Go to the Fair’s website at www.wilsoncountyfair.net, and click the arrows in the middle of the page under the feature photo until you see the blue box with the ink pen symbol and the word “Register.”

Click on the box, and it’ll open a page titled “Event Registration.” Scroll down until you find the event for which you want to register. Click on the green bar with the word “Register” in it. Fill out the form, click “Next Step,” and submit your payment method.

“Please note on the top of each event any special instructions, such as residency requirements, rehearsal times, etc.,” Stephens said.

How to register for Exhibit Competitions

Again, go to the Fair’s website at www.wilsoncountyfair.net, and click the arrows in the middle of the page under the feature photo until you see the blue box with the check mark symbol and the words “Exhibit Registration.”

Click on the box, and it’ll open a page titled “2016 Online Exhibit Registration.”

“New participants will need to click the red ‘Register’ button,” Stephens explained. “When they click the ‘Register” button, they will be taken to a page where they will create their Exhibitor ID and password and fill out their Exhibitor Information and click ‘Register’ again at the bottom of the page.

“Exhibitors will only need to do this one time,” she continued. “After that, they can come back to the page, enter their ID and password, check the ‘I Agree To The Terms Above’ and then click the red ‘Sign-on’ button and register their entries.”

Exhibitors can enter as many categories as they have entries all in this area, McPeak added, as long as they are all done by July 31. Otherwise, they will have to wait and register them in person on either Aug. 16 or Aug. 18.

“We are thrilled to offer this online registration process, and we hope people will take advantage of this,” Moss added. “We know this will speed up the receiving of entries on the days exhibitors bring their entries.”

Sponsored by Your Middle Tennessee Ford Dealers, the fair will open at 5 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 19, and run through Saturday, Aug. 27, at the James E. Ward Agricultural Center in Lebanon.
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