


Communicalian - ihe abilily to vndersiand and
expreds |degs.ls a skill we oftes toke lor
gronted. However, disorders af cammunicatian,
speech-languoge-hearing, are more comman than
you might expect,

One oul of every 10 Amaricons experiences
some difficulty in commupication. Speech-
lenguage-hearing disorders are more prevalent
than cancer, blindness ar heart disease. In faet,
cammunication disarders accur mare Irequantly
then all three combined.

The Center for Speech ond Hearing
Disorders at Erlanger Medical Center |5 com-
mitted 1o providing professlonal diognosis amd
treatmen| of these disarders. Erlanger |s the only
medical facility in South East Tennesses with o
full-time speech and hearing staf 1o provide bath
inpatient and oulpatient servioes for odults as well
oz children.

Erfanger's Cantar for Speech ond Heoring
Disorders affera not only the professional skills
af full-time speech pathelogistz whe hove re-
celved thalr Certiticales of Clinlcal Competence
i Speach Pathalogy, but also the resources of the
regional lecder in healiheare, including the ser-
wiees of lieensed oudiologists

MEETING THE PATIENT'S NEEDS

Speach-longuoge-hearing disorders wvary in
type ond couse, Eoch one reguires speciolized
tieitments. The Cenler fod Ep-gm:h ond Hearing
Disorders’ professional stolf recognizes these dif-
ferent types of disorders and their cavses and
treats sach patient Individoally.

It the potient requires hospitalization, doily
theropy s ovoiloble. Afler the palient is dis.
charged and returns hame, cantinulty of therapy
i othieved through Erlanger's cutpatient theropy
progeam.

However, il the patient connot travel fo the
haospital, therapy is available through Confin.U-
Core Homa Haolth, which utilizes the sarvices of
the Centar's spaach Fulh-nln-ﬂi.lh. Thiz allows the
potiant b receive care ond treatment from the
some therapists who begon the patient’s therapy
while hoapitalized, In treating speech-longuosge:
hearing disorders, continuiy of theropy is of i
most Imporfonce fo osauwre o guick ond sofe
FECOWErY,

Regordiess of the dissrder, The Center for
Speech ond Hearing Disordoers’ professional staff's
main goal is helping eoch patient overcoma his
or her disorder so0 he or sha may live o fulilling
ard hl:lppr life,

UNDERSTANDING SPEECH-
LANGUAGE-HEARING DISORDERS

Speech-longuoge-hearing disorders con be
cousad by ony number of regsons and con hop-
pen fo onyone of any age. The diterant disorders,
their various couses and the ovailable means of
treatment dre exploined below to help you
vhdesstond them.

Aphasla Is the disorder of longuage
aesocloted with brain injury, disease or stroke.
The inobility 1o procesa the spoken or wrliten
ward, o8 well as the Inabllity o express ideos,
ore oll choracteristic of aphasia, in both the stroke
potient and the patient with closed or open head
injuries.

When o parson. sulters o stroke, theropy is
ovolleble on o doily bosis during hospitalization.
Aftar the potient is dischorged ond refurns home,
confinuity in therapy con be achieved through
aithar the pufpl;l'liiml Thqn;pr progrom, or if the
paotient connot travel to the hospital, theropy Is
ovailabie threugh Cantin:U-Care Home Health.

Accidents connot be predicted, No one ex-
pected the 30-yeor-old to foll from scoffolding
while ot work or the 1é-yeor-old o be involved
in a car accident.

Howaver, these aceidents happened and the
language skills of bath patients were severely Im-
paired. Speech-languoge therapy during
haspitalization oz well as fallowing discharge
made communication possible again,




Pediatric Speech-Languoge Disorders are
frightening to porents. Parants kove their children
and wani only the best Tor them, Without ade-
quate cammunicotian skills, dhildren connot readh
thair full patentiol—their bast

Whan children ore deloyed In longuage
development (expression/understanding) or ar-
ticulotory skills (speech soundi), their develop-
mant in other greas, such oz sacial and ncodemic
skills, is olso depressed.

These disorders can result from congenital
birth defects such as cleft palate, brain injury prior
to or following birth, reduced environmental
stimulation, hagaring loss or poor listening skills,

It you suspact your child of having difficulty
daveloping communication, speech pathology ser-
vicas are availoble at T. C. Thampsan Children's
Hospital, Inpatient ond outpatient services ore
provided,

Volce Diserders are abnormal voriotions in
pitch, quality, loudress, or intlectional changes.
Voica disordars can eccur dee to onvironmeniol
foctors such os persistent use of o loud veice
resulting in collouses on the vocal chords, or
dissase requiring surgical managemant os with
cancar of the throat.
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Beth the paiieni with vacal collouses -:rri;ri;il.lliﬂl
and the potiant rl:quiring aurgary for throat concer
(laryngectamy) con banefit from woice tharopy.
Prevention, thraegh cporopriote use of the vocal
mechanism; & emphasized in coses of voenl
obuse. Compensofory measures ore emphasized
to teach efflclent vee of resldual siructures follow
img surgerkes

Dysfluency (stuttering) iz the Involuniary
stopping or repeating of sounds, ports of words
or whale words, This interferes with communico-
fion as well as increcses the person's ansbety
aobout speoking. Dutpatient therapy Is ovallable
to systematically decrease anxiety and improve
fluency.

Heoring Loss can be o result af vorleus
covses: haredity, diseose, birth defecr. oocident
or noise, The deficlt moy be mechonical {damoge
to the ear canal er benes of the sar), elecirical
[distartion of seund woves within tha Inner ear],
or cantral |'in|:||:|ifl1':|r of the brain to decods the
mossoge).

Early Identification. provided by a licensed
nudiniﬂgiﬂ. can resull bn proper manogemant ond
improvamant in cammuniceation. This service is
ovoiloble to inpatients of Baroness Erlonger
Hospital ond T. €. Thampsan Children's Hospital.




Swallowing Disorders are frequently pres-
el fnf-lq-wlnﬂ g stroke or hood in-ll,.lr'r- The Erlﬂnger
Plaro Swollowing Conter provides diagnasis For
these disorders with both the rodiclagist and
epeach potholegist present.

Motion picture X-roys on videoiope pravide a
detailed exominction of the struciure and func-
fion involved In '|.u.r|;|l|||;|-wing (1= |'|I-|p locoie the
problem,

Tha stalt gives particular altention to palen-
figl aspiration [food entering the airway). Should
this occur, compensciory theropy s attempled
during the X-ray to determine the benetit, Erlan.
ger's Center for Speech and Hearing Disorders
pravides subsequen! theropy.

When inlaniz and young children exparience
difficiuliy woting, theropy is avalioblbe fhrough T. €.
Thompsan Children’s Hospital, Freguently, the
¥-raoy Is not necessary, Ohen, o child is not oware
ol how e eal follewing prolonged periods of tuba
feadings due to sarous ilinesses. Oral stimulo-
fion often benefits these childran,

Tha Center for Speach ond Heoring Disorders
wanis to help you or-ony membar of your fomily
wiso hios o communicoticon disorder. Begardiass of
tha typa of |:,|i|:|:-rh,'.|iirrI the :.pa-m:h pn:llhu‘ngi*h can
'h.lp you oveToome it th rﬂugh 1'|"|uh:||1|r-

Caoll Erlanger's Centar for Speech and Hoar-
ing Disordors foday ot (615) 778-7914 and laf the
region’s leoder in quality care help you.

LOCATION

The Cenfer for Speech ond Heoring Disorders
it locoted on the Third Floos of Erlangear Madical
Centar ot 975 Eosd Third Strest n Chaltanoogn,
Tennesses, When sntering the Medical Center
from tha firit floor of the parking gorege, fallow
these directions:

1} Turm right ot ithe Gill Shop.

2 Turss right al the mirrors,

3] Toke the “F" elevator 1o the Third Flaor.
4] Turn right off the elevalar ate the Canter

Erlanger
s  Medical Center
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For more infermation aboul The Center for
Spoech ond Heoring Disorders and the services
oiered. call (615) 778-T916




Tho Conter for Speoch ond Heoring Disordars
at
Erlonger Medicol Canter
975 Eost Third Streat
Chotianooga, Tennesses
37403
(815) T78-7916



